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first the form of specific prohibition of some particular
kind of action, and by punishment the child is taught to
hold himself accountable for any action of that kind. By
the extension of rules in number and generality his sense
of accountability to others is extended, and he is taught to
conceive himself more and more clearly as an agent in
fixed relations to other agents, as a member of a social
system in which he has a defined position ; and the
habit of control, and of reflection before action, is thus
initiated. In all this a child is in all probability recapitu-
lating the history of social evolution, which, it would
seem, must have begun by the enforcement by the com-
munity, or by the strongest member of it, of rules of
conduct upon each member, rules which in primitive
societies were probably prescribed by rigid customs of,
unknown origin rather than by the will or caprice of
individuals.

But social conduct founded only upon the fear of
punishment, on the sense of accountability, and on the
habits formed under their influence, is the conduct of a
slave. It can hardly be called moral, even if laws are
never broken and all prohibitions and injunctions are
observed. And, though the sense of accountability
founded on fear of punishment may effectively prevent
breaches of the law, it is of but little effect in promoting
positive well-doing.

Why is our conduct so profoundly influenced by
public opinion ? How do we come to care so much for
the praise and blame, the approval and disapproval, of
our fellow-men ? This is the principal problem that we
have to solve if we would understand how men are led
to control their impulses in a way that renders possible
the life of complexly organised societies. For the praise
and blame of our fellows, especially as expressed by the
voice of public opinion, are the principal and most effective
sanctions of moral conduct for the great mass of men;
without them few of us would rise above the level of mere
law-abidingness, the mere avoidance of acts on which
legal punishment surely follows; and the strong regard
for social approval and disapproval constitutes an essential